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REMARKS/ARGUMENT 

In response to the restriction requirement, Clam 16 is cancelled from 
this application as being drawn to an unelected invention. 

Rejection under 35 USC $103 

Claims 13 and 15 are rejected under 35 USC §103(a) Ramsey 
(5,858,195 and 6,376,181) in view of Parce (6,458,259). Applicants 
traverse the rejection. 

Base Claim 13 explicitly recites the step of flowing a fluid to be 
analyzed through a sample injector, wherein the sample injector is defined 
(p. 5, 15-18 and FIG. 2) as comprised of at least two elements combined 
in a series arrangement , and wherein each element comprises a container 
having an inlet and an outlet end and filled with a dielectric material to 
form a porous bed within the container. 

Nowhere does Ramsey ('1 95) or Ramsey ('181) or any combination 
thereof discuss, disclose or suggest the step of flowing a fluid to be 
analyzed through the claimed sample injector. A prima facie case of 
obviousness, requiring that aN the claim limitations be taught or suggested 
by the prior art and that the prior art must disclose the invention as a 
w hole , not having been made Applicants request reconsideration and 
allow ance of Claim 1 3. 

Claim 15, dependent from base Claim 13, further recites that the 
step of applying a hydraulic pressure is by a hydraulic electrokinetic 
pump. In an earlier Office Action (05/21/2003, paper no. 5), Examiner 
stated explicitly "Ramsey and Ramsey or Ramsey and Parce each fail to 
teach a hydraulic electrokinetic pump" as recited by Claim 15. Therefore, 
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the rejection of Claim 15, wherein the elements of the claimed sample 
injector comprise a series arrangement of hydraulic electrokinetic pumps, 
under Ramsey, Ramsey in view of Ramsey and Parce is misapplied and 
Applicants request reconsideration and allowance. 

CONCLUSION 

The rejection of claims 13 and 15 having been overcome, Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection and 
that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 





)onald A. Nissen 
Registration No. 44,261 
Sandia National Laboratories 
P. O. Box 969, MS 9031 
Livermore, CA 94551-0969 
Telephone (925) 443-7535 



Certificate of Mailing Under 37 CFR §1.8 

I hereby certify that this Correspondence and documents referred 
to herein were deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail addressed to: Assistant Commissioner of Patents, Washington, 
D. C. 20231 on the date shown below. 

Date of Deposit: / jj^/O^ 

Person making Deposits 

Application Number: 09/903,739 For Applicant:Paul 



